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Introduction 

 

Local Laws are developed by all Victorian Local Government Authorities to address 
important community safety, peace and order issues within a local context. In 2024, after 
public consultation, Yarriambiack Shire Council (Council) passed the Yarriambiack Shire 
Council General Local Law 2024 (the Local Law). To support the objectives of the Local 
Law, this guideline has been developed to provide context, supportive explanation and 
guidance to assist the community.   

 

The purpose of the Local Law Guideline is to: 

• provide a comprehensive, central reference document to assist the community 
comply with the Local Law 

• clearly outline the Local Law as it is intended, and provide additional detail and 
context to facilitate transparency   

• detail and describe approach to managing compliance  
 

This guideline can be read as a whole or in parts and has been developed to correspond 
with the Local Law number within the Local Law. If you have any questions, or require 
additional guidance, please contact the Local Laws team on 5398 0100 or via email through 
info@yarriambiack.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
[Local Law Guidelines 2024]  

 

Local Law Guidelines 2024 This Document is Uncontrolled when Printed Responsible Officer:  Manager Community Health 

Version: 1.1 Issue Date:  29 August 2024 Next Review:  29 August 2028 Page 7/ 46 

 

 

Legislative context 

 

All Victorian Local Government Authorities are through the powers under Section 71 of the 
Local Government Act 2020. After public consultation, the Local Law adopted by Council 
and subsequently enacted on the 1st of September 2024 and is in effect until 1st of 
September 2034.  

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to note that a Local Law cannot contradict or duplicate an existing state or 
federal law, as the purpose of the Local Law is to regulate local issues and community 
needs. For this reason, when relevant you will see reference to other Acts and Regulations 
throughout the guideline. The purpose of this is to provide clarity to the community when 
other Acts or Regulations will either be considered as the more appropriate legislative 
option, or if another agency or Council department is better equipped to investigate.  

 

An example of this is when the Fire Danger Period is declared, clause 12 of our Local Law 
– Unsightly and dangerous properties may be addressed under the Country Fire Authority 
Act 1958 if the hazards pose a fire risk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Government Act 2020 – Section 71 – Power to make Local Laws 
 

Power to make local laws: 

 

(1) A Council may make local laws for or with respect to any act, matter or thing in respect 
of which the Council has a function or power under this Act or any other Act. 
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Part 2 – Your Property, Trees and Animals 

 
Division 1 – Property 

 

11. Property numbers 
 

This clause of the Local Law applies to the visibility of property numbers, and has been 
included for the following reasons: 

• to avoid confusion or delays for emergency 
services, service connection providers or mail 
delivery 

• to assist Council authorised officers quickly 
identify properties for emergency purposes, 
such as fire prevention or secondary impact 
assessments after flooding or fires 

 

How can I comply? Ensure the property number is: 

• the correct number 
• of a size and colour that is legible from the road 
• maintained in good repair and not damaged or obstructed 

 
 
12. Unsightly and Dangerous Properties 
 

Alleged unsightly and dangerous properties is a 
common source of complaint received by Councils 
authorised officers. Frequent examples of 
unsightliness or danger include: 

• general untidiness of yards 
• partially demolished structures 
• unregistered vehicles  
• broken windows and doors, significant damage to roofs and gutters or external 

wall finishes such as significant peeling of paint  
• graffiti  

 

Authorised officers will consider the state of neglect, disrepair or damage and the impact 
on amenity. This will be generally assessed from a public place such as the footpath in 
front of the property or an area ordinarily visible within a 
neighbouring property.  

Depending on the circumstances, referral to another 
Council department may be made. Examples include fire 
risks during the declared fire period being referred to the 
Municipal Fire Prevention Officer, or damaged building or 
structures being referred to an Environmental Health 
Officer due to risks associated with asbestos or Council 
Municipal Building Surveyor regarding building safety and 
compliance. 

It is important to note, subclause 4 relates to the 
removal of soil, sediment and other substances. Council would like to remind all property 
occupiers that they are responsible for ensuring no waste, rubbish or mud is left behind 
or remains on public land, including roads. This clause is often applied to properties 
undergoing renovation or development.     
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Subclause 6 declares that a person must not activate or discharge or allow to be activated 
or discharged any fireworks on or from any property. As detailed in the Local Law, a person 
must ordinarily hold a licence issued under the Dangerous Goods (Explosives) Regulations 
2022. 

 

When considering a permit application relating to fireworks, Council would allow for 
community feedback and would consider objections on a case-by-case basis. 

 

13. Graffiti  
 

Councils Authorised Officers have powers under 
the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007 in relation to 
graffiti on private property and Council land.  

 

The purpose of this law is to ensure that graffiti is not used by property owners so as to 
impact on local amenity. This law also ensures that graffiti is removed as fast as possible. 
Prompt removal prevents further graffiti and maintains the amenity of our public spaces 
and streets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graffiti Prevent Act 2007 (3) – Definitions. 
 

Mark graffiti means write, draw, mark, scratch or otherwise deface property by any means 
so that the defacement is not readily removable by wiping with a dry cloth. 
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14. Waste collection 
 

This clause of the guideline provides guidance, and direction to all occupants within the 
Shire provided with a waste collection service 
by Council. As described in the Local Law, this 
applies to the collection of domestic waste, 
recyclables, and food and organics. 

 

Use of bins 

Domestic waste rubbish bins cannot be placed on the nature strip, or any other place of 
collection outside the property boundary any more than 24 hours prior to the Council 
nominated collection day and must be removed from the place of collection within 24 hours 
of the Council nominated collection day. 

 

Storage of bins 

All domestic waste bins must be stored and maintained in a clean and sanitary condition 
on the property to which they have been issued. 

 

Prohibited waste 

The following materials is prohibited from being placed in rubbish bins for collection by 
Council: 

a) slops, liquid waste, harmful or offensive material 
b) dirt, dust or other matter from any 

vacuum cleaner, ashes, hair or other 
similar matter or moist refuse, unless 
it has been securely wrapped in paper 
or other impermeable cover or 
container to prevent its escape 

c) ashes or other like matter unless they 
have been mixed with water to form a 
consistency of a stiff paste before 
being wrapped and placed in the bin 

d) glass or other sharp objects unless 
they are properly contained or 
wrapped in such a way as to render 
them harmless and inoffensive  

e) oil, paint, solvents, acids or similar 
substance or any other substance 
which may damage the bin or reduce 
its strength or effectiveness 

f) e-waste (electronic waste) defined as 
any time with an electrical plug, cord 
or battery 

g) trade waste of any kind 
h) any other matter identified by Council by notice to occupiers of a property  

 

For more information on waste, including collection times, please refer to Councils website. 

https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Council-Services/Waste 

 

 

https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Council-Services/Waste
https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Council-Services/Waste
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15. Removing waste without authority 
 

This clause applies to members of the public who 
do not have the authority to remove or interfere 
with waste material, which is clearly defined 
within the Local Law. 

This clause of the Local Law aims to protect public 
safety and prevent litter.  

 

 

16. Burning of materials 
 

Council does not issue ‘burning off permits’, as 
this is managed through the Country Fire 
Authority (CFA).  

Councils’ role in applying this clause of the Local 
Law is ensuring burns within the Shire meet the 
criteria set out in subclause (a), (b) and (c). Council would like to promote occupants 
wanting to conduct a burn off to: 

• apply for the relevant permit through Fire Permits Victoria 
• notify your neighbours if your activity will generate fire and smoke 
• check the weather forecast for the day of the activity and a few days afterwards 
• establish a gap in vegetation or fire break with no less than three meters cleared 

of all flammable material 
• there are enough people to monitor, contain and extinguish the burn safely and 

effectively 
 

To apply for a fire permits, please go to Fire Permits Victoria. This website also provides a 
full list of what you can and cannot do when burning off.  

Breaches under this clause of the Local Law may also be investigated under the Public 
Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (nuisance) or the Environment Protection Act 2017 
(burning relating to industry). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://firepermits.vic.gov.au/
https://firepermits.vic.gov.au/
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17. Camping or occupying certain vehicles, facilities or structures on private property 
 
Camping on private property has been included in 
the Local Law to meet community expectations 
and protect the amenity of an area.  

 

Yarriambiack Shire Council defines camping as 
being temporary in nature, and examples are 
provided in subclause 1 (a) to (e).  

 

Clause 17(2) details when a permit is not required. If a permit is required, authorised 
officers will assess: 

• the proposed number of days the camping will take place over a calendar year 
• the potential impact on the amenity, including possible nuisance  
• the location of the camping on the property 
• accessibility of sanitary and wastewater facilities 

 

Should a permit be granted, Council will include conditions that will be enforced. If 
conditions are not complied with directions for compliance will be issued.  

 

18. Shipping containers  
 
An application for a shipping container permit 
must be applied for in designated areas. In 
determining whether to grant a permit for a 
shipping container on any road, or Council land or 
private property an authorised officer will: 

• consider the timeframe of the proposal 
• consider if the proposal will create a traffic hazard or obstruction, or other danger 

to the public. If there is a traffic hazard, obstruction or danger, Council will 
require applicant to provide a certificate of currency for their public liability 
insurance (minimum $20 million).  

• consider if a traffic management plan is required, or any other suitable safety 
measures to ensure no hazard is posed to road users or the public 

• confirm the intended use of the shipping container. This will assist the authorised 
officer identify if a referral Councils planning or building departments is required.  
 

Should a permit be granted, Council will include conditions that will be enforced. If 
conditions are not complied with, directions for compliance will be issued. Council would 
like to remind applicants or any resident with a shipping container on their property that 
any damage to Council land by the placement or 
removal of the shipping container, including pavement, 
nature strip and services, is to be reinstated by the 
permit holder. If the reinstatement is not completed, 
works will be undertaken by Council at the permit 
holder’s expense.  
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Division 2 – Trees 

 

Councils would like to promote the Yarriambiack Shire Council Tree Management Policy, 
which provides community guidance and expectations in regard to tree planting and 
management. 

 

19. Trees and plants not to obstruct or obscure  
 

Subclause (a) and (c) has been included to ensure 
that pedestrian access and visibility is maintained. 
This is especially important for people with 
disabilities, mobility challenges or those using 
prams or assistance vehicles. 

It is essential that no trees or plants obstruct driver visibility on the roads, and subclause 
(b) addresses this risk. If there is an obstruction of driver visibility, and therefore creating 
a risk, immediate compliance would be expected. 

 

 

 

20. Trees or plants causing damage to a municipal place 
 

All property owners, and property occupiers must 
consider if the tree or plant is appropriate for the 
location, and ensure it is maintained in a way that 
prevents damage to a fixture of structure in a 
municipal place. This does not cover damage to 
neighbouring properties, as this is deemed to be private matter. 

 

21. Vegetation on nature strips 
 
A nature strip is the public space between your 
property and the road, excluding the paved 
footpath. It's usually a grassy area. Nature strips 
are important green spaces which contribute to 
streetscape attractiveness, provide important 
rainwater absorption and added biodiversity.   

It is important to highlight that this clause of the Local Law relates to planting or 
maintaining vegetation, including plants and shrubs on the nature strip. This does not 
relate to the maintenance of lawn. 

Why do we have this Local Law? 

• nature strips include essential above and below-ground public services including 
water, sewerage, gas, electricity, and communications infrastructure.  

• nature strips provide space for rubbish collection.  
• ensuring footpaths are safe, and freely accessible for everyone, including people 

using prams, wheelchairs, scooters and people who might need assistance with 
mobility 
 

A permit process has been established for any planting on a nature strip. Council will 
consider the above-mentioned factors when assessing applications. 

 

https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/documents/your-council/council-agendas/2022/24-august-2022/15.2-tree-management-policy-2020.pdf
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Division 3 – Pets 

 

22. Keeping Animals 
 

Council manages the number of animals permitted on a private property through the Local 
Law. There are some circumstances, where other legislation will be considered and applied, 
such as the Domestic Animals Act 1994 or the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

 

This clause of the Local Law prescribes the 
maximum number of animals on a private 
property, unless a permit for excess animals has 
been applied for. The prescribed numbers have 
been benchmarked with similar rural councils, and 
consideration to the following have been applied: 

• animal welfare 
• likelihood of nuisance from odour and 

noise 
 

If an excess animal permit is applied for, 
authorised officers will apply the above-mentioned 
factors, as well as any possible views from 
neighbouring properties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Livestock Disease Control Act 1994 – Section 48 – Registration of Bees 

 

(1) Subject to subsection (5), a person must not keep bees, whether or not that a 
person is the owner of the bees, unless the person is registered as a 
beekeeper under this Act. 
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23. Animal accommodation 
 

Clause 23 of the Local Law outlines the 
considerations for adequate accommodation. This 
assessment is generally only made when: 

• an excess animal permit has been applied 
for 

• an animal is regularly escaping 
• a community complaint has been made 

regarding the keeping of animals 
 

 

 

 

 

24. Animal excrement and conduct 
 

To promote this clause of the Local Law, Council 
provides dog bag collection points in popular 
walking areas within the Shire. 

 

 

 

 

 

25. Wasp and bees nest(s) to be removed 
 

If a wasp or bees nest is located within your 
property, Council encourages you to contact a 
pest controller to safely remove the colony.  

 

Council requires the nest to be removed within 7 days in the interests of public safety as 
the longer nests are left, the potential for a more aggressive colony increases. This is 
especially important if the colony is close to footpaths or other frequented locations.  

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic Animals Act 1994 

 

For declared dangerous, or restricted breed dogs, the requirements specified in Section 38 and 
41G of the Domestic Animals Act 1994 is applied rather than the Local Law. 
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26. Feeding of stray animals or birds on private property 
 

The feeding of stray and wild animals is prohibited 
within Yarriambiack Shire through this Local Law. 
The act of feeding stray and wild animals can 
cause harm to the animal and create a reliance 
on humans.  

 

For domesticated stray animals, this also means 
they might return to your property, creating 
bigger issues such as increased population of cats 
and dogs and subsequent nuisances.  

 

 
Division 4 – Livestock  

 
27. Fencing of Livestock 
 

It is essential that properties with livestock are 
adequately fenced. Council may also consider if a notice under the Impoundment of 
Livestock Act 1994 is more appropriate.  

 

 

Impoundment of Livestock Act 1994 - Section 16A - Power to serve notice objecting 
to the trespassing of livestock 
 

    (1)     If an authorised officer of a council reasonably believes that livestock have 
trespassed on any land or road, he or she may serve a notice objecting to the trespass of 
the livestock on any one or more of the following persons— 

        (a)     the owner of the livestock; 

        (b)     the owner of the land on which the livestock are kept or the occupier of that land 
if the owner is not the occupier. 

 

Impoundment of Livestock Act 1994 - Section 16B - Power to serve notice on owner 
regarding confinement of livestock 

    (1)     If an authorised officer of a council reasonably believes that livestock are not 
adequately confined on land or in a building, he or she may serve a notice on any one or 
more of the following persons directing that the person or persons take the measures set out 
in the notice to ensure the livestock are adequately confined— 

        (a)     the owner of the livestock; 

       (b)     the owner of the land or building or the occupier of the land or building if the 
owner is not the occupier. 

 

https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#authorised_officer_of_a_council
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#road
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#occupier
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#occupier
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#authorised_officer_of_a_council
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#livestock
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#occupier
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/iola1994259/s3.html#occupier
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28. Droving or Moving of Livestock 
 
Council requires anyone wanting to drove or move 
livestock to apply for a permit. 
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Part 3 – Vehicles and Roads  

 
29. Placing bulk rubbish and trade waste containers 
 
This clause of the Local Law aims to prevent road 
hazards from bulk rubbish and trade waste 
containers, such as skips. For this reason, a permit 
must be applied for and Council will consider: 

• whether the placement will obstruct the passage of vehicles and pedestrians 
• will it obscure the view of motorists or present a physical hazard 
• whether the placement will contravene any traffic control signs 
• the protection of any Council assets 
• any requirements under Road Management Act 2004 that may apply 

 
 
30. Motor bikes and motorised recreational vehicles 
 
This clause of the Local Law focusses on motor 
bikes, and motorised recreational vehicles on 
Council land. The core priority is: 

• protecting public safety 
• preventing nuisance complaints relating to 

noise and dust. 
 
 
31. Repair of vehicles is prohibited 
 

A person must not dismantle, paint, carry out 
maintenance or repair a vehicle on Council land or 
road except for an emergency or where it is 
necessary to enable the vehicle to be removed. 

 

 
32. Derelict, abandoned and unregistered vehicles 
 

Abandoned cars spoil the amenity of local streets 
and take up valuable parking spaces. Any vehicle 
that has been assessed as derelict, abandoned or 
unregistered and parked on Council land, including roads may be removed and 
impounded by Council.  

If a car is found to be derelict, unregistered or is deemed abandoned by Council, 
an investigation will look into either having the vehicle registered by the owners or 
removed from Council land or the roadway. Prior to impounding a vehicle, Council will 
write (when possible) to the last registered 
owner requesting removal of the vehicle. 

Any unregistered or abandoned vehicles parked 
on arterial roads are dealt with by VicRoads. 
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33. Heavy or long vehicles: Parking on a road or private property 
 
A heavy or long vehicles is greater than 7.5 
metres in length or has a Gross Vehicle Mass of 
4.5 tonnes or greater, except a registered vehicle 
under the Road Safety Act 1986 that is a motor 
home, caravan or boat trailer.  

 

A person must not, without a permit park, keep, store, repair or allow another person to 
keep, store or repair a heavy or long vehicle in a designated area. This clause does not 
apply in relation to a heavy vehicle, which is parked, kept, stored or repaired for less than 
one hour or the driver is picking up or setting down goods. 

 
 
34. Storing vehicles 
 
To ensure street parking remains available and 
roads have clear visibility Council has included a 
clause relating to the storing of heavy or long 
vehicles in township areas.  

 

If a permit is applied for, the following factors will be assessed: 

• the land-use of the applicant’s land and that of adjoining allotments 
• whether a referral to the Planning Department is required for a business or other 

use 
• the maximum number of vehicles at any one time to be kept or stored 
• the proximity to adjoining properties and the distance from the nearest dwellings 
• the likely effect on adjoining owners, including visual amenity, fumes and noise 
• any mitigation measures for visual, fumes and/or noise impact which the 

applicant is willing to undertake as a condition of the permit 
• whether adjoining owners and occupiers should be given opportunity to comment 

 
 
35. Heavy vehicles: permits for use on restricted use roads 
 

This clause of the Local Law aims to prevent 
damage to roads from certain ‘heavy vehicles’. As 
detailed in the Local Law, Council would ensure 
that a sign is erected in a clear and visible 
location. 

 

Once the sign is in place, the class of vehicle is not able to use the road, unless a permit 
been issued to the driver.  
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36. Street parties & street festivals  
 

Any street party, festival or procession 
conducted on a road requires a permit. Contact 
council to ensure the relevant permit is applied 
for.  

 
 
37. Collecting fire from roadside 
 
Collection of firewood from the roadside is 
prohibited unless a roadside firewood collection 
permit is approved by Council. Council aims to ensure this resource is available to all 
residents so that they may heat their homes. Therefore, the following prerequisite 
determine initial eligibility: 

• Residents may apply for up to five (5) permits each calendar year 
• Roadside firewood collection permits 

are only available to owners or 
occupiers of residential property 
located within the Yarriambiack 
municipal boundary. 

For more information, including information 
on fees, conditions and roads not permitted 
for firewood collection, please refer to 
Councils website. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal legal liability cover and public liability insurance is required 

https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Community/Local-Laws/Roadside-Firewood-Collection
https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Community/Local-Laws/Roadside-Firewood-Collection
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Part 4 – Business and Asset Protection 

 

Division 1 – Business 

 

38. Roadside trading 
 

Roadside trading without a permit is prohibited. 
It is essential permits are applied for, as an 
authorised officer will assess whether: 

• the safety of road users or passage vehicles will be affected by the placement or 
performance 

• permits required under other legislation has been obtained. This may require an 
internal referral to another Council department 

• the activity has the potential to disturb, annoy or disrupt adjacent property 
owners or occupiers 

• the activity will be detrimental to the amenity of the area 
• the nature and duration of any performance and whether it should be time limited 
• an alternative performance location can be identified that is better suited 
• the audience attracted by a performance may cause traffic, pedestrian, or trader 

disruption 
• other performers will be unfairly impacted or excluded by the location or duration 

of any permit 
• appropriate arrangements can be made for wastewater disposable, litter and 

garbage, lighting, and advertising signs 
• any indemnity / guarantee has been provided to Council 
• the activity will be detrimental to local businesses in the vicinity  
• any other matter the authorised officer reasonably believes is relevant to the 

application  
 

If the roadside trading involves the sale of food, you are 
responsible for having a registered food premises on 
FoodTrader and an approved Statement of Trade. These 
applications are managed by Councils Environmental 
Health Officer. 

 

 

39. Regulation of trading sites 
 

Council regulates the use of public land to ensure 
trading does not impact local amenity. If a permit 
is issued by Council, only the permit holder may 
trade from the site. 

Council has the power to charge a fee for use of such sites. Fees are primarily determined 
based upon an assessment of market rates, with final approval determined by resolution 
of Council. 
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40. Displaying goods for sale 
 

This clause of the Local Law relates to footpaths 
being used by local businesses for the display of 
goods and signs.  

 

For a business to conduct any of the above-mentioned activities, a permit must be applied 
for. It is important to highlight that Council has a legal obligation in accordance with 
Commonwealth Disability Discriminate Act 1992 to provide a safe and unobstructed 
footpath environment for pedestrians, regardless of their mobility levels. In meeting this 
obligation, authorised officers will assess and consider: 

• accessibility of pedestrians 
• safety of motorists 
• the general amenity of our community 

 

Permits for the display of goods for sale expire annually and must be renewed for the 
trading to continue.  

 

 

41. Using Council land for outdoor eating facilities 
 

Authorised Officers will use the same 
considerations detailed in subclause 38.  

 

 

 

42. Removing the facility 
 

This subclause applies in circumstances where 
when emergency services require access to the 
Council land. 

 

 

 

43. Advertising signs 
 

Similar to the requirements in clause 39, a permit 
is required for advertising signs. This permit is an 
annual permit and must be renewed. 

Subclause (2) relates to the display of sale of a vehicle such as a trailer, boat or car on 
Council Land. The reason for this, is that the display for sale may create a distraction to 
motorists.  
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Division 2 - Asset Protection 

 

44. A vehicle crossing is required 
 

The owner or occupier of land must not allow any 
person to access their land by vehicle other than 
over a Council approved vehicle crossing.  

 

 

 

 

45. Constructing vehicle crossing 
 

A person must not without a permit, construct a 
vehicle crossing. The owner of the land must, at 
their own cost, ensure that any vehicle crossing 
between the road and the boundary of such land is maintained and kept in good condition. 

 

 

 

46. Removing redundant vehicle crossings 
 

If a vehicle crossing become redundant, Council 
will require the removal of the redundant crossing.  
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47. Temporary vehicle crossings 
 

This clause of the Local Law aims to protect 
Council assets such as curbs, signs, street trees 
and street furniture from regular vehicle and truck 
movements during building/construction work.  

 

The permit will have clear conditions for 
compliance, including who is responsible for 
remedial work to repair damage caused.  

 

 

 

 

 

48. Asset Protection Generally 
 

Clause 48 provides details around public assets 
that require protection as well as the ways in 
which assets can be protected. This clause details 
the types of security bond that may be deemed 
appropriate by Council as well as the 
considerations that an Authorised Officer may 
take into account when determining asset protection permit conditions.  
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49. Managing amenity on building sites 
 

Whether a home renovation or a commercial 
building site, the possible impact on neighbouring 
properties and the community from noise, disruption and safety hazards must be 
considered and controlled as far as reasonably practicable.  

 

This section of the Local Law Guideline provides an overview of relevant clauses within the 
Local Law that must be complied with, as well as other relevant legislative powers outside 
of the Local Law that may be applied. This clause aims to educate responsible people or 
organisations involved in building work to act responsibly to reduce litter and damage to 
public assets and prohibits and controls the presence and disposal of refuse, rubbish and 
soil on building sites within the Shire to reduce hazards to the environment and 
maintain public amenity. 

 

Unless approved otherwise by a Construction 
Management Plan forming part of a planning 
permit, the builder of a building site must comply 
with the following measures:  

 

Building site identification sign 

Every building site must have a building site identification sign displayed on the site fencing 
at the entry to the site. Signage must consist of the following 

- Lot number and street address 
- Name of the builder (identified on the building permit) 
- Name and contact number of the person in charge of the site 
- Postal address of person in charge of the site 

 

Protection of Assets 

Every building site must have an asset protection permit issued prior to any works being 
carried out on that land. Asset Protection permits must be applied for at least 14 days 
prior to any building commencing. Any person carrying out building works on any land is 
responsible to ensure that an asset protection permit has been applied for and granted, 
and that the conditions of that permit are complied with. Pre-existing damage to any 
Council assets must be reported to Council prior to building works commencing. Any 
damaged Council asset that is not reported prior to building commencing must be repaired 
by the person responsible for the building site to the satisfaction of Council. 

 

Storing items or conducting building works on council land 

No materials, items or goods associated with a building site may be stored on any Council 
land. This includes any bulk rubbish containers, building materials, including building 
materials being delivered to a building site. If goods are required to be stored on the 
nature strip or footpath this may only be done in accordance with specific conditions in an 
Asset Protection Permit. The person responsible for a building site must include this 
request in their permit application. Conditions of an asset protection permit may require 
any adjacent footpath to be closed and adequate signage and barricades placed in 
accordance with that permit and Council policy. 

 

 

 

For clarity, the term building sites 
also applies to home renovations, 
and owners or occupiers who are 
completing works themselves.     
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Protection of storm water 

The person responsible for the management of a building site must ensure that the site is 
managed in a way that minimises the risk of stormwater pollution through contamination 
by run off from any site, which may include soil, sand, sediments and other pollutants. 
The person responsible for a building site must also ensure that any vehicles entering the 
site are adequately cleaned before exiting the site to prevent any pollutants leaving the 
site via the wheels of the vehicle. Adequate measures must be taken to reduce the 
possibility of these materials from contaminating roads and storm drains. 

 

Containment of building works within building site 

The person responsible for the management of a building site must ensure that all building 
work is contained entirely within the site. No building materials, items or goods associated 
with a building site may be stored or used on any adjourning land unless permitted in 
accordance with the conditions of an Asset Protection Permit. 

 

Building site fencing 

The person responsible for the management of a building site must ensure a fence is 
erected around the entire perimeter of the Building Site. This fence must be compliant in 
accordance with the provisions set out in the Local Law. 

 

Containment of refuse 

The person responsible for the management of a building site must ensure that a rubbish 
container is placed within the boundary of the site, or at a location approved by Council in 
accordance with the conditions of an Asset Protection Permit, at the commencement of 
any building work. Rubbish containers must be of solid construction with a lid and meet 
the criteria set out in the Local Law. The rubbish container must be emptied before it 
becomes full. The container must always be closed unless the waste is being deposited. 
Each site must have at least one rubbish container. Multiple sites may not share rubbish 
containers. 

 

If Councill is of the view the Environment Protection Act 2017 is the most appropriate 
legislation to apply, a Litter Enforcement Officer may apply, and enforce the 
Environment Protection Act 2017.  

 

Council authorised officers do have 
delegations under Section 121 of the 
Environment Protection Act 2017 to issue 
waste abatement notices. 
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Building site toilet 

 

The person responsible for the management of a building site must, at the commencement 
of any building work, provide a minimum of one on-site toilet with serviceable hand 
washing facilities for use by persons working on the site.  

 

Hours of operation  

 

No works are to be conducted onsite before 7.00am on any 
weekday (Monday to Friday) or before 9.00am on any weekends 
Saturday Sunday or public holiday; and continue after 8.00pm 
Monday to Friday, weekends, or public holiday 

 

What laws will be applied to prevent nuisance?  

 

The Environment Protection 
Regulations 2021 provide laws in 
relation to prescribed times where 
certain activities that cause noise are 
prohibited to be used or operated. 
These prohibited times are described 
in the Environmental Protection 
Agency guidelines, ‘Annoyed by 
Noise’. This can be accessed via the 
following link. 

If Councill is of the view the 
Environment Protection Act 2017 is 
the most appropriate legislation to 
apply, a Residential Noise 
Enforcement Officer may apply, 
and enforce the Environment 
Protection Act 2017.  

Council can make this authorisation 
under section 171 of the Environment 
Protection Act 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/publications/406
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What if noise from building sites is impacting me within allowed times? 

 

Noise occurring from building sites within prescribed times may also cause a nuisance. 
Under these circumstances, an assessment would 
be made to determine the type of noise, the 
frequency, duration and impact on the health and 
wellbeing of the persons affected.  

 

This may be referred to an Environmental Health 
Officer to assess under the nuisance provisions of 
the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50. Occupation of roads 
 

A person must not, without a permit given by the 
Council, occupy or allow to be occupied any road 
for any use including excavation, landscaping, 
cultivation, planting, building, erection of 
structures, installation of recreation facilities, 
fencing, storage of vehicles or goods of any kind. 
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Part 5 – Smoking and Liquor  

 

51. Consumption and possession of liquor in prescribed places 
 

Council understands the importance of respecting 
the safe and quiet enjoyment of public places 
within the municipal district. This clause of the 
Local Law aims to control the consumption of 
alcohol in public places at times when antisocial 
behaviour is more common. 

 

A person must not, without a permit, between 
11PM and 6AM, within designated townships 
areas, consume or possess alcohol in an unsealed 
container on Council land or a road, including 
while in a vehicle on Council land or a road, or a 
public place, unless the person is at premises licensed or authorised under the Liquor 
Control Reform Act 1998. 

 

52. Exemption 
 

Clause 52 provides details when a person would not be in breach of clause 51, that being: 

• People who are part of a procession, function or street party with all required 
permit approvals 

• A licensed premises. 
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53. Smoking in municipal places  
 

This clause of the Local Law has considered the 
Tobacco Act 1987 and aims to support the 
objective of the legislation by enforcing smoke 
free areas that are not prescribed in this 
legislation. 

 

Any areas declared to be smoke free under the Local Law will have adequate signage to 
educate the community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the purposes of this clause, the term 
‘smoke’ has the same meaning as used in 
the Tobacco Act 1987 which includes the use 
of e-cigarettes and vaping devices. 
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Part 6 – Council land (including municipal places, parks and Council buildings) 

 

Division 1 – Council land and public places 

 

54. Camping on Council land  
 

This Local Law has been included to protect the 
amenity of the area. A permit can be obtained and the following considerations will be 
made: 

• the location and use of land and that of adjoining properties 
• the number of tents (or caravans etc) to be located on the land 
• the position of tents etc on the land 
• the duration of time camping is required or proposed  
• sanitary facilities available (or to be provided), such as toilets, bathing, disposal 

of rubbish 
 

If the person or persons may be experiencing homelessness the authorised officer will 
escalate the matter to the Manager Community Health for further consideration. It is 
important to note, if the camping is a potential public safety risk or there is dangerous 
behaviour Council will escalate this matter to Victoria Police.  

 
 

55. Damaging / defacing Council land 
 

This clause contains provisions which aim to 
protect the amenity of municipal places, buildings, 
and reserves for all members of the community. 

 

Through this clause, unless employed, authorised 
or contracted by Yarriambiack Shire Council, a person must not: 

• destroy, damage or interfere with the municipal place 
• interfere with any structure, artwork, public decoration or other public display 
• remove, or allow to be removed, anything from the municipal place, or thing that 

is affixed or attached to the municipal place; or  
• cause any damage to any Council assets in, or on, the municipal place  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

56. Drainage tapping and discharge groundwater 
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What is groundwater? 

In distinguishing between regular rainwater and 
groundwater being discharged into Council drains, 
water that enters as a result of rain for a period of 
24 hours after rainfall is considered groundwater.  

 

Why do we need this clause in the Local Law? 

This clause of the Local Law aims to prevent overloading of Council’s drainage system. 
This is important, as drainage tapping, or the illegal discharging of groundwater can impact 
the drainage system. This could result in flooding of downstream or lower lying properties 
and land.  

 

57. Interference with a watercourse and other areas 
 

Why do we need this clause in the Local Law? 

 

It is essential that all watercourses within our Shire 
are protected. Council does not allow for any interference with a watercourse, as this could 
result in unnecessary redirection leading to potential property and environmental damage, 
even risk to human life. 

 

 

58. Obstructions on Council land 

 

A person must not place objects such as signs, 
skip bins, tools and equipment on Council land if it 
causes an obstruction. This clause is important as 
obstructions can impact line of sight on roads which can affect safety, or they may just be 
in the way and prevent access for residents and visitors. 

Service authorities are exempt from this clause for emergency works. 

 

 

59. Compliance with signs 

 
While on Council land, a person must not act 
contrary to a sign displayed by or on behalf of 
Council.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Division 2 - Parks 
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60. Activity within a municipal reserve - permitted activities 
 

Municipal reserves are important community 
spaces, and to ensure these areas can be 
accessed by all, a permit must be applied for if 
any activities detailed in subclause (1) – (6) are 
conducted.  

 

 

61. Lighting fires 
 
Lighting fires in municipal places, such as a 
recreational reserve creates a safety risk for the 
community, as well as a fire danger in the 
declared fire season. 

 

Council has included this clause to protect community safety, and it applies to the person 
who lit the fire, those who are party to the preparation of the fire and those who congregate 
around the fire.  

 

 

 

62. Parking on municipal reserves 
 

The parking of any motor car, motorcycle or 
other vehicle on municipal reserves is prohibited 
within Yarriambiack Shire Council. This clause 
aims to prevent the use of such vehicles within reserves, which then poses a community 
safety risk and may cause damage to grass and other vegetation.  

 

 

 

63. Noise from vehicles 
 

This clause of the Local Law applies to 
circumstances where the noise is frequent, of a  
high intensity and impact to neighbouring properties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

64. Feeding of animal and birds on public land 
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Council would like to remind the community that 
feeding of birds and wild animals can lead to 
adverse health impacts. Further, by feeding wild 
animals or birds it may: 

• Encourage them to stay where they 
shouldn’t  

• Spread disease between flocks 
• Disrupt the duck’s natural life cycle 
• Weaken certain species 
• Increase risk to human health 

 

Council would apply this Local Law in circumstances where there is an allegation of regular 
feeding. 
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Division 3 – Council buildings 

 

65. Availability and hire 
 

A person must not organise or undertake any 
event within a municipal building without Council 
consent. Unless expressly approved by Council, 
no such event may require an admission fee.  
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Part 7 – Fees and charges  

 

67. Setting fees and charges 
  

The Council’s fees and charges are determined by 
Council annually during the budgeting process and 
are available from the Council’s website or by 
enquiry direct to Council. 

 

 

68. Waiver of fees and charges 
 

From time to time, Council may choose to waive, 
reduce, or alter a fee. Council has developed a 
Community Assistance and Fee Waiver Policy 
and can be accessed via Councils website. 
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Part 8 – Permits  

 

69. Applications and grant and renewal of permits 
 

Many clauses throughout the Local Law include 
reference to a ‘permit’ that must be applied for. 
The Local Law permit process allows people and 
organisations to do something, that is otherwise 
prohibited. This permit process allows Councils to: 

- assess an application on its merit 
- identify any potential community safety or environmental risks 
- if required, refer the applications to another agency for input 
- if required, provide conditions for compliance 

 

As detailed within clause 68 of the Local Law, when a permit is required, an authorised 
officer may: 

- grant the permit 
- refuse the permit 
- grant the permit subject to conditions 
- determine that no permit is required 

 

If a permit is granted, most will contain conditions for compliance, and it is the 
responsibility of the permit holder to 
comply with these conditions. If a 
permit is refused, an authorised 
officer will advise the applicant in 
writing the reasons why the permit 
has been refused.  

 
 
70. Scope of permits 
 

It is essential to remind all permit holders that the 
permit does not relieve the permit holder from 
compliance with any other legislation or liability, 
and that all applications must be true and correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A person must not, without a permit’ 

 

- Yarriambiack Shire Council General Local Law 
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Part 9 – Enforcement  

 

In applying and enforcing the Local Laws, Council authorised 
officers have a range of enforcement powers. This section of 
the guideline will inform the community and other stakeholders 
of Councils approach to enforcement.  

Council is committed to fair and consistent regulation that is 
proportionate to risk. To guide these commitments, authorised 
officers apply the following considerations to all breaches of the 
Local Law:  

• the risk, or level of impact 

• available evidence, history and community 
expectations 

 

Based on these considerations, the authorised officer will be guided into an enforcement 
approach, which is described below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• verbal instructions  
• a written direction 
• guidance, including 

providing fact sheets or 
other guidance 

• a notice to comply 
• an official warning 
• an infringement notice 

• an infringement notice 
• revocation of a Local 

Law permit 
• impoundment 
• prosecution 

Approach 1 explanation 

 

Offences assessed as lower risk or impact on 
the community or environment. Or breaches 
assessed as medium risk, but full 
cooperation is observed. 

Approach 1 

Approach 2 explanation 

 

Offences that pose a low to high risk or 
impact on the community. Related history, 
cooperation and community interest are 
important considerations 

Approach 2 

Approach 3 explanation 

 

The most significant enforcement approach, 
for offenses that are high risk. Breaches that 
are assessed as medium, however have a 
lack of cooperation, or pose a risk to Council 
may also result in this approach being applied 
rather than approach 2. 

Approach 3 
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71. Exemptions 
 

For any exemptions of the Local Law, referral to 
the elected Councillors will be made. This will not 
occur if: 

• the exemption poses a risk to public safety 
• the exemption can be managed via a 

permit with enforceable conditions 
 

 

72. Power of authorised officers or delegated officers to issue a notice to comply 
 

A notice to comply is a written notice directing the 
offender of the offence. The notice to comply will 
detail: 

• the offence 
• grounds of the offence 
• directions for compliance 
• a timeframe for compliance 
• contact details of the authorised officer 

 

Authorised officers will issue a notice to comply for offenses or breaches that range from 
a low to high risk on the community. An important consideration when determining if a 
notice to comply is the related history, cooperation of the alleged offender and community 
interest.  
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73. Failure to adhere to a notice to comply 
 

The notice to comply will be recorded on Councils 
record management system, and non-compliance 
with this notice may result in a higher 
enforcement approach being applied.  

 

 

74. Impounding 
 

Depending on the circumstances, impoundment 
may be considered either an approach 2 or 3 
enforcement. An impoundment would be 
generally applied for circumstances that are 
medium to lower risk, however, no cooperation or compliance or a serious risk that could 
be a threat to community safety.    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
75. Recovery of expenses 
 

Through the Local Law, Council can recover 
expenses to remove a community safety risk. 
This will generally occur after another method of 
enforcement has not been complied with.  
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76. Appeals 
 

If a permit has been declined, the applicant can 
appeal the decision to Council. This appeal must 
be in writing and will be considered by Councils 
representing Councillors.  

 

77. Urgent powers 
 

This clause of the Local Law enables authorised 
officers to remove, remedy or rectify a situation 
within the scope of their role, if there is an 
immediate risk or danger to community safety 
related to an offence under the Local Law.  

 

The authorised officer must ensure that the 
actions are communicated to the person or organisation impacted as soon as possible after 
the incident.  
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78. Power to issue a direction 
 

While applying and enforcing this Local Law, 
authorised officers have the power to issue a 
written or verbal direction. 

 

It is the responsibility of the person or organisation responsible to comply with this 
direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to remember that all written directions are saved on Councils record 
management system, and can be used as evidence if: 

• there is failure to comply with the direction 
• reoffending occurs  

This may lead to a more serious enforcement approach being applied so compliance can 
be achieved.  
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Part 10 – Offences, Penalties, Infringement Notices and Official Warnings 

 
When exercising discretion, issuing officers must comply with a range of legal principles, 
such as acting lawfully, impartially and reasonably. All 
authorised officers are required to: 

• be properly authorised to issue infringement 
notices or official warnings 

• properly exercise their discretionary powers 
• deal appropriately with vulnerable persons 
• comply with operational requirements for issuing 

infringement notices or official warnings 
 

To guide Council in correctly applying the Infringements 
Act 2006, Council is applying the Attorney-General’s 
Guidelines to the Infringements Act 2006. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
79. Offences and penalties 
 

Council will apply and enforce offences detailed in 
Local Law. This clause explains when people are 
guilty of an offence, and within Part 10 of this 
guideline, you will see explanations around some 
of the enforcement powers available to authorised 
officers.   

 

 

 

 

 

80. Infringement notices 
 

In Victoria, the issuing, management, and 
enforcement of infringement notices is governed 
by the Infringements Act 2006, the Fines Reform 
Act 2014, the Infringements Regulations 2016 and 
the Fines Reform Regulations 2017.   

 

 

 

 



 
[Local Law Guidelines 2024]  

 

Local Law Guidelines 2024 This Document is Uncontrolled when Printed Responsible Officer:  Manager Community Health 

Version: 1.1 Issue Date:  29 August 2024 Next Review:  29 August 2028 Page 44/ 46 

 

 

Infringements can be issued under State and local laws. All infringement notices – whether 
issued by a State government, local government, or other enforcement agency – are 
governed by fines legislation. 

 

 

Infringement notices are a enforcement approach commonly used in Local Laws as they 
offer an alternative method for dealing with minor offences, giving the person to whom a 
notice is issued the option of paying a fixed penalty, rather than proceeding to a court 
hearing. This system uses inducements such as convenience of payment, lower fine levels 
than in open court, the avoidance of a conviction being recorded and saving of legal costs 
to dispose of matters in an efficient and timely manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infringements Act 2006  
 

1. Purposes 
The main purpose of this Act are -  

 

(a) to provide a framework for the issuing and serving of infringement notices 
(ab) to provide a framework for internal review of a decision by an enforcement agency to 
serve an infringement notice 

(ac) to provide for the payment of an infringement penalty by payment plan 

(ad) to provide for the work and development permit scheme 
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Can I appeal my infringement, or request a review? 

 

Yes, anyone issued with an infringement notice 
can request an infringement review on Councils 
website.  

 

It is important to note that after payment, the 
offence has been finalised. If the infringement is 
not paid, Council can refer this to Fines Victoria, 
or withdraw the infringement. If an infringement 
is withdrawn, Council can issue a more significant 
enforcement or choose not to pursue the matter.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

81. Official Warnings 
 

Official warnings are effectively the same as an 
infringement notice, but without the infringement 
fee.  

Section 8 of the Infringements Act 2006 
authorises authorised officers to serve an official warning if the officer: 

• believes on reasonable grounds that the person has committed the infringement 
offence 

• forms the opinion that, in all the circumstances, it is appropriate to serve an 
official warning.  

 

Yarriambiack Shire authorised officers will consider an official warning opposed to an 
infringement notice for offences if there is full cooperation. If an official warning is issued, 
this is considered the final enforcement action for the offence. For Council to take further 
action if the offence is not complied with, an authorised officer is required to establish a 
new offence or withdraw the official warning and issue another enforcement. Often this 
would be an infringement notice or prosecution.   

Schedule 1 – Infringement Penalties 

https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Community/Request-An-Infringement-Review
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https://www.yarriambiack.vic.gov.au/Community/Request-An-Infringement-Review
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The Infringements Act 2006 sets out extensive provisions related to the issuing of 
infringement notices.  
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Appendix	1	–	Designated	areas	
 
A “designated area” is any land within one of the maps detailed in Appendix 1 of this guideline.  
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